Unit 15, Session 2
Nahum Warned of God’s Judgment (Nahum)

Dear families,

Our hyper-vigilant culture is full of warnings: warnings of what will happen if you take certain medicines,
warnings not to use forbidden words in particular places, authoritative warnings against actions deemed
inappropriate or illegal, and many more.

Though at times these warnings may feel harsh, unnecessary, or far too limiting, they exist to guide
people to right decisions that are often best for them and the people around them.

The same is true with the warnings we find in the Bible, both those directed toward people in a particular
place at a particular time and those generally made for all readers of all times. They exist as God’s
reminder to us of what is ultimately for our good.

The warnings of Nahum fit this bill as well. These warnings come as stern and even harsh language
through the prophet, intended to wake up a group of spiritually sleepy people who had again turned to
their wicked ways. Nahum warned of a coming judgment and painful punishment. He warned of
devastation and destruction as a consequence for sin.

Yet, these warnings stood as God'’s gracious gift to rebellious people. Through the prophet Nahum, God
told these people of His holiness, their sin, His pending consequences, and the urgency with which they
ought to take heed to these warnings.



| can imagine that these people could have received these in much the same way that we often receive
warnings today: frustrations with the limitations, severity, and apparent inconvenience they present;
however, as we see throughout the pages of Scripture, these warnings serve as an invitation to people far
from God to turn to Him for hope, joy, and peace that can only be found by His grace.

The next time you read the warnings of Scripture, celebrate the hope they bring as they demonstrate His
good grace to show us a better way, the way to Him. Remember, God doesn’t desire devastation but true
repentance that results in ultimate deliverance.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

Babies & Toddlers: One day, Jesus will take away all bad things.

Younger Preschool: Nahum told God’s people good news. He said that God loves His people and
takes care of them. Jesus also has good news for people who know and love Him. One day, Jesus
will take away all bad things.

e Older Preschool: Nahum told God’s people good news. God loves His people and takes care of
them. Jesus has good news for people who love and trust Him. All of the enemies of God and His
children were defeated at the cross. One day, Jesus will take away all bad things.

e Kids: Nahum brought a message of comfort to God’s people, reminding them that God loves His
people and will protect them from their enemies. Jesus also brought a message of comfort,
salvation, and peace to His people. All of the enemies of God and His children were defeated at
the cross. One day, God will finally judge all evil.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Younger Preschool: What makes people special? People are special because God made us.
Older Preschool: What makes people special? People are special because God made us in His
own image.

e Kids: What makes people special? People are special because we are made in God’s image, as
male and female, to know Him.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Babies & Toddlers: God made me. Psalm 139:14
Younger Preschool: | will praise God because He made me. Psalm 139:14
Older Preschool: | will praise you because | have been remarkably and wondrously made. Your
works are wondrous, and | know this very well. Psalm 139:14

e Kids: For it was you who created my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. |
will praise you because | have been remarkably and wondrously made. Your works are wondrous,
and | know this very well. Psalm 139:13-14

** Next week: God’s People Were Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)



